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Abstract: The article presents new data on the status of the jungle cat (Felis chaus) in Azerbaĳan, a species from the Red Data
Book ofAzerbaĳan.
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The jungle cat Felis chaus is an Asian species (Fig. 1),
reaching Egypt to the east and the European Caucasian
region to the north. In Europe, F. chaus is of marginal
occurrence: the northern periphery of the species area
is related to the European/Asian boundary with small
populations in the Cis-Caspian region and the Cau-
casus along the Caspian Sea. In this region (Caucasus
and Transcaucasus), the population has been rapidly
declining since the 1960s, mainly with the destruction
of the habitats and there were no records of this species
in the Astrakhan State Reserve (Russian Federation)
since the 1980s (Gray et al., 2016). The estimated num-
bers were about 100 and ~ 300 animals in Dagestan
(Russian Federation) between 2009 and 2013
(Yarovenko, 2014). Little is known about the popula-
tion status and ecology of the species in Turkey, where
this felid is considered threatened by many negative
factors (Ogurlu et al., 2010; Ünal & Eryilmaz, 2020).
The species is included in the Red Data Books of the
Russian Federation, Armenia and Georgia (Gray et al.,
2016). It is included also in the Red Data Book of

Azerbaĳan (Qasimova, 2013). The status of the species
in these areas is unclear. The species inhabits mainly
reed massifs, dense and prickly bush and forest vegeta-
tion near reservoirs, but is also found in foothill and
lowland forests and rocky areas (Hajiyev & Rakh-
matullina, 2000; Yarovenko, 2014).

Camera traps caught in 2019 and 2020 the presence
of the northern subspecies Felis chaus chaus in the
Korchay (Fig. 2a) and Turyanchay Reserves (Fig. 2b),
in the southern and northern part of the Mingachevir
Reservoir (Northern Azerbaĳan). The camera traps
were installed as part of a research carried out between
the Institute of Zoology at the Azerbaĳan National
Academy of Sciences, WWF-Azerbaĳan and the Na-
tional Museum of Natural History, BulgarianAcademy
of Sciences. This field study started in 2018. It is re-
lated to the study of the status of rare and endangered
carnivores in Transcaucasia and includes also the leo-
pard and the striped hyena (Spassov et al., 2020). Our
team registered traces of the jungle cat (2018) in the
Hyrkan National Park (40 358 ha) of the Talish Moun-
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Fig. 1.Area of distribution of Felis chaus (after Gray et al., 2016 with additions and modifications).

tains (SW Azerbaĳan) at an altitude of 1200 m a.s.l.,
which is the maximum altitude known for this species
in the Caspian region (Yarovenko, 2014). Eighteen
camera traps installed in the Hyrkan NP (11 in the
southern part and 7 in the northern) at the elevation of
1000–1200 m a.s.l. in southern and 200 m a.s.l. in the
northern part during the period March 2018 – Decem-
ber 2019 (3950 camera/days: 2930 in the southern and
1020 in the northern parts of the park) have captured 13
mammalian species. The jungle cat is one of the nu-
merous species of the Hyrkan NP and its population
number has been estimated at 194 individuals, with
population density of 6.7 animals per 1000 ha, accord-
ing to recent analyses of WWF-Azerbaĳan.

Besides in the Hyrkan forests, the jungle cat is
quite common in Kura-Arax Lowland and along the
Alazan River Valley in Azerbaĳan (Figs 1, 3–4). The
road killed jungle cats can be found frequently along
the Baku-Tbilisi highway in the same area. The
jungle cat was photographed at least three times

(2013, WWF Azerbaĳan) in these valley regions
(Fig. 3).

Northern Azerbaĳan is one of the northernmost
parts of the species’ range, and the Hyrkan NP is an
area with a high density of the species, which makes
these regions and Azerbaĳan as a whole important ter-
ritories for the protection of this increasingly vulner-
able carnivore. The monitoring of the species in the
mentioned areas continues and the latest data collected
by us can help to assess the status of the species in the
country.

References

Gray T.N.E., Timmins R.J., Jathana D., Duckworth
J.W., Baral H., Mukherjee S. 2016 Felis chaus. The
IUCN red list of threatened species.
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUC-
N.UK.2016-2.RLTS.T8540A50651463.en

https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-2.RLTS.T8540A50651463.en
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-2.RLTS.T8540A50651463.en


New data on the status of the jungle cat (Felis chaus Schreber, 1777) in Azerbaĳan

3Historia naturalis bulgarica 42 (2021)

Fig. 2. Camera trap photos of Felis chaus: (a) [left] Korchay Reserve, (b) [right] Turyanchay Reserve.

Figs 3–4. Felis chaus in Northern Azerbaĳan lowlands: (3) [left] with fat dormouse (Glis glis) in its mouth, (4) [right] near the
Alazan River, not far from the border with Georgia.
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